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In 2010, Mike Manning, openly bisexual college student, became the 

breakout star of MTV’s reality show “The Real World: Washington, D.C.”  

Since then, he’s graduated from college, begun a career as an actor 

in feature films and traveled extensively on behalf of the Human Rights 

Campaign.  He’ll be speaking at UNLV on April 21st about coming out 

and his journey to LGBT activism.

by Randy Slovacek
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Thanks for taking the time to talk. 
Where are you right now? 

nt back to Colorado 

then moved out here in June.

How do you like it? 

about Washington, DC – people being 
driven and passionate about what they 
do.  But LA doesn’t require a suit and tie. 

-

comedy, coming out in a few weeks called 
“e-Cupid.”

What was your biggest take-away from 
The Real World experience? 
Living in front of a camera for three months 

no shame, no bubble, no personal space 

front of a camera (laughing).  
Once th
the country for the Human Rights Cam-

in parades and talked to people about get-
ting involved with the HRC. A lot of people 
were fans and would come up and talk 

get talk to them about getting involved with 

You’re coming out to Las Vegas on 
behalf of the Human Right Campaign. 
Have you been to Las Vegas before? 

s about two months 

few friends out there to see “O” the Cirque 
show, we hung out at the club, saw the 

water show, it was breathtaking.  We ran 
into James Cameron, who just happened 
to be shooting some footage for Cirque 
du Soleil. He pulled us into his trailer and 
showed us footage that he just shot and 
then he talked to Bryan Singer about his 

amazing.  Coolest night ever.

What can people expect at your event 
for the Human Rights Campaign at 
UNLV? 

llege students about 
how easy it is to get involved and why it’s 
important to get involved at a young age.  
There’s a perception that there’s a glass 
wall between voters and lawmakers in 

as a phone call or an email to make a dif-
ference.  
Mainly for t -
try as part of their college speaker’s tour.  

Mike Manning.” HRC is really trying to get 
more involved with young LGBT activists 
and partnering with grass roots organiza-
tions. Really trying to reach the college 

for equality.  Let’s face it – we’re the next 
generation of activists. 

i n t e r v i e w

"When we look 
back at the 

Obama admin-
istration, people 
will be pleased 

with the amount 
of progress that 

we’ve had."
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Is there a particular LGBT issue that’s 
particularly important to you? 

one issue closest to me is 
gay youth. Whether it is gay youth who 
are kicked out of their homes, bullied in 
schools, or thinking about suicide – that’s 
the issue that’s nearest and dearest to my 

an event in L.A. to raise money for home-
less youth.  Every night in Los Angeles 
alone there are 3,000 homeless youth – 
the majority being gay or lesbian – out on 
the street. And that’s just sickening to me.

Would you ever consider a career in 
politics? 

oing entertainment for 

eventually move back home to Colorado 
and run for Senate.

Some LGBT activists feel the cur-
rent administration hasn’t moved fast 
enough on gay issues and that some 
mainstream LGBT organizations, like 
the HRC, could be pushing harder.  
Your thoughts? 
There’s a lot that goes on that people don’t 

-
ministration has been more progressive on 
our issues than any other administration 

to providing same sex hospital visitation 
rights to being so vocal about supporting 

when we look back at the Obama admin-
istration, people will be pleased with the 
amount of progress that we’ve had. 

THURS APRIL 21
"COMING OUT FOR EQUALITY 

WITH MIKE MANNING”

THEATER

AND LATER  THAT DAY...

HRC & QUENCH
3RD THURSDAYS

LA CAVE AT THE WYNN
6PM-8PM

c o n t i n u e d
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